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Citizen Science 
Campaign:

Report P. nobilis!

Who finds Pinna nobilis 
finds a treasure!

Pinna nobilis, the largest bivalve of the Mediterranean Sea,

since 2016 is in critical danger of extinction because of a

large infection triggered by a protozoan and other pathologies

that decimated the populations with a collapse of 90% .

Pinna nobilis is an endemic species of Mediterranean sea that

lives in seabeds and Posidonia meadows, and plays a key role

for the vitality of the benthos, supporting the life of other

organisms and providing ecosystem functions such as water

filtration. The project LIFE PINNA aims to identify effective

measures and good practices to allow the recovery of Pinna

nobilis in its habitats. 
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More info on the project:

The project carries out a preliminary assessment of the most

suitable habitats for the species and of the surviving specimens:

after this environmental and health analysis, the larvae of Pinna

nobilis that are pathogen-resistant are kept in captivity until the

young molluscs are ready to be reintroduced to the seabeds of

the pilot areas. Along with the growth of larvae, the project also

implements the captive reproduction from adult individuals, with

the production of larvae.

Dissemination and communication activities are a core actions

of the project and are fundamental to increase the awareness

about this species and they include a naturalistic documentary

and citizen science initiatives, aimed at involving divers and other

stakeholders in monitoring the species.

The primary purpose of LIFE PINNA is to monitor and

protect the individuals of Pinna nobilis surviving in

the western Mediterranean and the Adriatic Sea, as

well as to set up captive breeding techniques for

the restocking in specific areas that show disease-

resistant individuals. The experiences gained can

foster the replication of good practices for the

restocking of other areas in the Mediterranean where

the large bivalves have disappeared.
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The project is being developed in four Italian regions
(Liguria, Sardinia, Friuli-Venezia Giulia and Tuscany)
and one Slovenian region (the Litorale-Carso or
Obalno-kraska). The areas of intervention include the
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) of Asinara, Strunjan
and Miramare and the Marine Conservation Area
(ATM) of Capo Mortola, which are part of the Natura
2000 Network. The project also envisages replication
actions in the protected natural area of the Island of
Bergeggi and the Tuscan Archipelago National Park.
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